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Homemakers,  I  don't  see  how  our  official  correspondent  can  hear  to  do  it 
this  August  weather  —  hut  she's  bound  and  determined  to  make  us  more  effi- 
cient.   Now  I  don't  mind  being  efficient  in  December  —  when  wintry  winds  are 
blowing  and  icicles  hang  from  the  eaves,   I  can  be  as  efficient  as  the  next 
one.    But  not  in  mid- summer  .   .   .   "Let  us,  then,  be  up  and  doing,  "  is  not  my_ 
idea  of  a  mid- summer  motto.     If  it's  yours,  then  today's  letter  from  Washing- 
ton is  for  you,  and  I  won't  keep  it  from  you  any  longer. 

"If  you  want  to  be  a  more  efficient  homemaker, "  writes  our  correspondent, 
"here's  a  grand  idea,   suggested  by  a  Home  Management  Specialist  of  the  Exten- 
sion Service.     Her  plan  is  to  keep  a  reminder  file,  for  all  the  unexpected  or 
conflicting  jobs  that  turn  up  in  the  course  of  the  year.    Don't  depend  on 
keeping  advance  dates  in  your  head,   she  says  —  birthdays,  anniversaries, 
insurance  premiums  or  taxes  due;   or  the  seasons  for  special  activities  such 
as/?leanings,  window-washing,  putting  away  woolens,  making  new  curtains,  or 
school  clothes  for  the  children.     Your  reminder  file  will  be  especially  help- 
ful if  you  need  new  tools  or  equipment  to  do  a  coming  job  efficiently. 

"Just  as  your  plan  to  bake  a  cake  some  morning  depends  on  having  all  the 
necessary  ingredients  right  on  hand,  without  running  to  the  store,   so  must 
the  equipment  for  coming  seasonal  jobs  be  ready  in  advance." 

Well,  now.  .  .  maybe  there  i_s  something  to  this  planning  things  in 
advance.    The  other  day  I  wanted  to  do  some  mending,  and  there  wasn't  a  single 
spool  of  pink  silk  thread  in  the  house.   .   .  I  must  remember  to  get  that  thread 
today. 

"Before  you  start  any  canning, "  continues  our  correspondent,   "you  should 
have  your  bulletin  of  directions  from  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  or 
some  other  authority."     (She's  referring  to  Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  1471, 
"Canning  Fruits  and  Vegetables  at  Home.)     "You  should  have  jars  and  new 
rubbers,  tongs  or  other  handling  tools,  and  everything  else  that  you  will 
need.    Before  you  start  on  a  painting  campaign  you  must  check  over  your 
brushes,  turpentine,  old  clothes  suitable  to  work  in,  and  so  on. 
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She  forgot  something  here.   .   .     Before  you  start  a  painting  campaign, 
_I  suggest  that  you.  write  to  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  for  the 
Farmers'  Bulletin  entitled  "Painting  on  the  Farm."     It  tells  all  about  paint- 
ing, and  selection  and  care  of  paint  "brushes;  also,  advice  about  calcimining, 
varnishing,  and  enameling.     Continuing  with  the  letter: 

"For  your  sewing  sessions,"  writes  our  correspondent,   "you  want  to 
remind  yourself  to  lay  in  all  the  little  supplies  —  thread,   snaps,  buttons, 
needles,  pins  —  and  oil  the  trusty  sewing  machine  thoroughly.     The  reminder 
file,  effectively  used,  will  enable  you  to  get  more  out  of  any  day  or  week 
than  you  ever  dreamed  yourself  capable  of  accomplishing.     It  can  also  suggest 
how  to  distribute  some  of  these  tasks  among  the  other  members  of  the  family, 
who  are  capable  of  doing  them  if  directed. " 

In  spite  of  myself,   I'm  beginning  to  see  some  virtue  in  this  plan. 
Perhaps  a  reminder  file  gives  you  more  leisure  time.     If  it  does  that,  I'm 
for  it,  any  season  of  the  year.   .   .  . 

You  know  this  "reminder  file"  makes  me  think  of  something  I  read  the 
other  day  —  written  by  a  woman  who  uses  the  bottom  drawer  of  her  dresser 
for  odd  jobs  to  be  done.     Into  this  "To-Be-Done"  drawer,   she  puts  stockings 
to  he  darned,  letters  to  be  answered,  clippings  to  be  pasted  into  her  scrap- 
books,  lists  of  things  to  be  looked  up,  collars  and  cuffs  to  be  sewn  on 
dresses.     Of  course  some  jobs  are  too  big  to  go  into  the  drawer  —  if  the 
waxing  job  on  the  car  needs  a  good  rub-down,   she  puts  a  slip  of  paper  into 
the  drawer,  with  that  particular  job  written  on  it.     Then,  when  she  has  time 
to  spare,  she  simply  opens  the  "To-Be-Done"  drawer  and  picks  out  the  job  that 
appeals  to  her  at  the  time.     That's  pretty  good  --  a  job  to  fit  your  mood. 

Well,  homemakers,  efficiency  can  be  interesting,  even  in  August,   if  you 
go  about  it  the  right  way. 

Please  don't  remind  me  that  I  was  opposed  to  efficiency,  when  I  began 
this  talk.     I've  changed  my  mind.    As  soon  as  I  go  home,  I'm  going  to  start 
my  reminder  file  —  the  first  item  for  Monday  will  be:     "Take  panama  hat  to 
cleaner."    And  do  you  want  to  know  what's  going  into  my  "To-Be-Done"  drawer? 
One  white  glove,  split  in  the  seams;  recipes  I've  been  meaning  all  summer  to 
paste  into  my  cooking  notebook;  and  a  brown  leather  pocketbook  that  will  be 
just  as  good  as  new,  if  I  mend  the  lining. 

Now,  in  the  short  time  that's  left,  I  want  to  answer  two  questions  that 
came  in  the  mail  this  morning.     The  first  is  from  a  listener  who  asks  whether 
there's  a  government  bulletin  on  poison  ivy.     There  is.     I  should  have  men- 
tioned it  last  Tuesday,  on  our  regular  Que stion-and- Answer  day.     The  number 
is  1166,  and  the  title:     "Poison  Ivy  and  Poison  Sumac  and  Their  Eradication." 

The  second  question    concerns  home-made  vinegar.     Yes,  I'm  sure  there's 
a  Farmers'  Bulletin  on  vinegar  --  "Making  Vinegar  in  the  Home  and  on  the  Farm, 
I  believe  it's  called.     Write  to  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  if  you 
want  a  copy.     Unfortunately,   I've  lent  mine,   so  I  can't  tell  you  exactly  what' 
in  the  bulletin.     I  must  send  for  another  one  next  week.     Another  good  item 
for  my  "Reminder  File." 

And  I'll  be  with  you  again  on  Monday  —  as  usual. 


